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From: Gail J
To: Town Council
Cc: gailmjasi@gmail.com; Amy Baker
Subject: Regarding Seagate Development Agreement
Date: Sunday, October 27, 2024 10:33:37 AM

Mayor, Vice Mayor and Councillors,

I continue to  express my opposition in writing to the proposed Home Rule Development
Agreement Draft 109-243-24 (ORDINANCE NO. 24-34) between the Town and Seagate
Fort Myers Beach, LLC (The Red Coconut Property).  This particular agreement is not in
the best interest of the residents of Fort Myers Beach.

The primary concern with this agreement are the proposed public benefits and height of the
development. The agreement allows for a maximum of 149 residential units which they are
allowed by right, but they are requesting a height of up to 235 feet above base flood
elevation. These are massive structures - two 17 story towers that each have two 17 story
sections, a 16 story section, a 12 story section and an 11 story section and are proposed in
a mostly single family, low density area of the island. These will be the largest structures
built on our island since our incorporation. Our Town was created to prevent just this kind of
development and if this is allowed, it will have a significant impact on the character and
charm of our community, as well as changing the landscape of our island forever.

In addition, deviations granted in the agreement, which allow for variances from the
Land Development Code in regards to building height, setbacks, and commercial
design standards will set a precedent.  Where will it stop?  It won’t and it can’t.  The
decisions we make today will impact the future.  Are we cognizant of what other
neighboring beach towns are becoming?  Residents of Fort Myers Beach understand
commerce and tourism and what goes along with it.  We also are here living out our
lives.  We choose to endure the storms and tourists and snowbirds.  Yet we are the
ones who are here 12 months a year.  Not 3 or 6 or whatever works into our
schedules.  We are ones here picking up and living after the storms.  After the
tourists who leave trash, do not respect the water or the wildlife. Developers knew
the rules when purchased the property.  Why do we keep going over the same issues
when they knew the rules up front?  

The public parks, access areas and the public benefits proposed in the agreement do not
adequately address the needs of our community. The parks and access areas should be
easily accessible to all residents, not just those living in the development.  For those of us
who live directly around this community will now deal with additional traffic not only on the
road but the beach.  This can likely look and feel like Bonita Beach road wherein residents
fought that “public” could not walk in front of their places.  The arrogance of what
corporations and people believe they are entitled to.  That’s not what Fort Myers Beach has
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been about.

In conclusion, my voice says that this proposed agreement is not in the best interest of the
residents of Fort Myers Beach. I urge the council to carefully consider the potential impacts
of this development and deny the Home Rule Development Agreement Draft 109-243-24
(ORDINANCE NO. 24-34).

Sincerely,
Gail Jasionowski
a Donora Blvd resident who has children and grandchildren that share in this life

 

 

  Note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most communication(s) to or from Fort
Myers Beach officials regarding Town business are public records available to the public and
media upon request. Your email communications and email address may be subject to public
disclosure.
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From: Gail J
To: Scott Safford
Cc: Amy Baker; Gail Jasionowski
Subject: Re: Regarding Seagate Development Agreement
Date: Sunday, October 27, 2024 1:44:31 PM
Attachments: Image.png

Image.png
Image.png
Image.png
Image.png
Image.png
Image.png

Hi Scott,

Karen Woodson's response was similar in the "thanks for the cut and paste”.  While my email below
reiterates all the “repetitious info” to confirm the draft/ordinance, etc. and reminder of the current codes,
my message below is strong in preserving a community that wants to keep rational “home roots”.  

In answer to the “public benefit” question, perhaps I am remiss about an already established
definition/parameters.  Is it fair to assume the term  is on paper but the parameters are not actually
defined?  If so, we are working backwards a bit and should have established protocol before companies
arbitrarily come forth with what they perceive as being a public benefit.  

Not sure how a public benefit is the quid pro quo for height and density?  This is the “barter” approach
which will have a very different outcome.  FMB residents are actually hopeful to work with corporations
(as well as the Council) to find a balance so when the corporation closes out this project and moves to the
next, those of us remaining can have a community of camaraderie.  A community they will not likely
participate.

Public benefit in return for height and density is not the quid pro quo.  Corporations knew the
rules before they purchased.  Buying more property for a lot more money doesn’t automatically
buy entitlement.  Or does it?

Gail

On Oct 27, 2024, at 11:45 AM, Scott Safford <scottsafford@fmbgov.com> wrote:

Gail,
I appreciate your email, but I’ve gotten several emails that are just copy and paste… What do
you think is public benefit that rewards height and density?
Scott 

Scott Safford
Council Member, Town Council
Town of Fort Myers Beach
2731 Oak St
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
Phone: (239) 765-0202 
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From: Gail J <gailmjasi@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2024 10:33:12 AM
To: Town Council <council@fmbgov.com>
Cc: gailmjasi@gmail.com <gailmjasi@gmail.com>; Amy Baker <Amy@fmbgov.com>
Subject: Regarding Seagate Development Agreement
 
Mayor, Vice Mayor and Councillors,

I continue to  express my opposition in writing to the proposed Home Rule Development
Agreement Draft 109-243-24 (ORDINANCE NO. 24-34) between the Town and Seagate
Fort Myers Beach, LLC (The Red Coconut Property).  This particular agreement is not in
the best interest of the residents of Fort Myers Beach.

The primary concern with this agreement are the proposed public benefits and height of
the development. The agreement allows for a maximum of 149 residential units which
they are allowed by right, but they are requesting a height of up to 235 feet above base
flood elevation. These are massive structures - two 17 story towers that each have two 17
story sections, a 16 story section, a 12 story section and an 11 story section and are
proposed in a mostly single family, low density area of the island. These will be the largest
structures built on our island since our incorporation. Our Town was created to prevent
just this kind of development and if this is allowed, it will have a significant impact on the
character and charm of our community, as well as changing the landscape of our island
forever.

In addition, deviations granted in the agreement, which allow for variances from the
Land Development Code in regards to building height, setbacks, and commercial
design standards will set a precedent.  Where will it stop?  It won’t and it can’t.  The
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decisions we make today will impact the future.  Are we cognizant of what other
neighboring beach towns are becoming?  Residents of Fort Myers Beach
understand commerce and tourism and what goes along with it.  We also are here
living out our lives.  We choose to endure the storms and tourists and snowbirds. 
Yet we are the ones who are here 12 months a year.  Not 3 or 6 or whatever works
into our schedules.  We are ones here picking up and living after the storms.  After
the tourists who leave trash, do not respect the water or the wildlife. Developers
knew the rules when purchased the property.  Why do we keep going over the same
issues when they knew the rules up front?  

The public parks, access areas and the public benefits proposed in the agreement do not
adequately address the needs of our community. The parks and access areas should be
easily accessible to all residents, not just those living in the development.  For those of us
who live directly around this community will now deal with additional traffic not only on the
road but the beach.  This can likely look and feel like Bonita Beach road wherein residents
fought that “public” could not walk in front of their places.  The arrogance of what
corporations and people believe they are entitled to.  That’s not what Fort Myers Beach
has been about.

In conclusion, my voice says that this proposed agreement is not in the best interest of the
residents of Fort Myers Beach. I urge the council to carefully consider the potential
impacts of this development and deny the Home Rule Development Agreement Draft 109-
243-24 (ORDINANCE NO. 24-34).

Sincerely,
Gail Jasionowski
a Donora Blvd resident who has children and grandchildren that share in this life

 

 

  Note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most communication(s) to or from Fort
Myers Beach officials regarding Town business are public records available to the public and
media upon request. Your email communications and email address may be subject to public
disclosure.

 

 

  Note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most communication(s) to or from Fort
Myers Beach officials regarding Town business are public records available to the public and
media upon request. Your email communications and email address may be subject to public
disclosure.
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  Note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most communication(s) to or from Fort Myers Beach
officials regarding Town business are public records available to the public and media upon request.
Your email communications and email address may be subject to public disclosure.
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